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would see her Dizzy Prime Minister of England, and hear him
speak in the House of Commons.

Disraeli wrote to thank the Queen, and she replied with the
utmost kindness. After all lie had always appreciated Albert
and besides she admired his devotion to duty and his sincerity'
and liked his innovation of reporting to her the business of the
House in amusing and happily phrased letters. Even Sovereigns
can be dull at times and find the business of State a burden,
Disraelis reports greatly eclipsed in charm the dullness and
formality of conventional despatches,

He went down to Osbornc on February 27th, 1868, to kiss
hands* He told Mary Anne that on meeting him the Queen
had a very radiant face.

This for Mary Anne constituted an absolutely crashing
triumph. She wrote ecstatically to Lady de Rothschild that by
the time the letter reached her Dizzy would be Prime Minister
of England. Dizzy borrowed the rooms of the Foreign Office
from Stanley so that she could hold a reception. Downing
Street, Disraeli explained, was too dingy for the purpose.

Therefore, Mary Anne gave her party at the Foreign Office.
It rained and it sleeted, and still her guests arrived, not in single
spies but in battalions. She looked ill and haggard, but she
made her gesture in the face of the world. Dizzy was Prime
Minister and she was his wife* To her party the proudest must
love to be asked, and she asked them, and saw them there,
knowing the party to be her swan-song* The Prince and
Princess of Wales attended the function, and so did Mr. and
Mrs* Gladstone, Mary Anne, ill as she was, could not escape
a touch of satisfaction at seeing the Gladstones. How often had
Mr, Gladstone called at Grosvenor Gate for the express purpose
of seeing her and explaining away some brush with Dizzy in
the House, Catherine Gladstone might be one of the Glynnes
on the Plantagenet Roll, but obviously she misjudged the charm
and the influence of a Mary Anne,

Disraeli remained Prime Minister for nine months. The
names in his Cabinet, as usual, recalled an extract from a peerage,
baronetage and knightage. The only commoners were B,
Disraeli (First Lord of the Treasury), Gathorne Hardy (Home
Secretary), G- Ward Hunt (Chancellor of the Exchequer) and
Henry J, L. Corry (First Lord of the Admiralty).

At that time Gladstone became leader of the Liberal Party,
and he and Disraeli glared at one another across the House of
Commons, Gladstone suffered, as usual, from an uprush of
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